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LIGHTNING never strikes twice in the same place. I 

have heard that said many times; but according to 

what I've read, lightning strikes twice each time it 

strikes. It comes in two flashes, so close together 

that they seem like one.  

Step Two is like that. It uses the words "restore us to 

sanity." Before I got sober I was working in the field 

of mental health, doing bilingual counseling, taking 

people to AA meetings and going back a year later 

for their anniversaries. How could I, a professional in 

the fields, need to be restored to sanity? But that 

bolt, those words, opened up a crack in the armor of 

my denial. I began to see how alcohol was affecting 

every area of my life, in an increasingly negative 

way. It was always getting worse, never better. Yet I 

kept finding rationalizations to continue. If insanity 

is being disconnected from reality, then I was cer-

tainly insane.  

The second part of the flash was more positive. I 

could be restored to sanity. Countless members of 

AA had been restored, with the help of a Higher 

Power in the spiritual program of the Fellowship of 

AA. So I went back to AA, not for others, but for my-

self. There I found the proof in a group of reasona-

bly happy people enjoying life in a way I had forgot-

ten could ever exist. Some of them seemed so 

peaceful and content they seemed better than nor-

mal. So I kept coming back, and have been doing so 

since 1986. The double "whammo" had worked. My 

prayer life left my head and went back to my heart. 

My spiritual life became real again and began to 

slowly grow. The Steps, Traditions, a home group 

and good sponsorship were a wonderful formula for 

a happy way of life.  

Well, how about now, almost 22 years later? The 

lightening bolt of my first experience of Step Two 

has mellowed over the years. Now, almost 80 years 

old and coming up on 22 years of sobriety, it is easy 

for me to take sobriety [for] granted, to get compla-

cent. I can start to sound like a know -it -all, at times 

even pontificate or spout truisms or clichés. This 

kind of an attitude can easily lead me first to a dry 

drunk and eventually to a wet one.  

I came to believe that what was the solution then is 

the solution now. AA is a spiritual entity. When I re-

member that fact and go into action on it, the origi-

nal awe of Step Two stays alive in a calmer and more 

peaceful way. Take a look at the phrase "spiritual 

entity" in the Grapevine's Digital Archive. I think 

there are 33 entries, most of them by Bill W. and Dr. 

Bob. The last one is from May 2006, and talks of 

Tradition Five. I agree with the alcoholic who wrote 

that. When I put that into practice along with Step 

Two, all of my character defects are included in the 

lightning bolt, and become manageable now, one 

day at a time. If I want to have a reasonably happy 

and productive life, and an enjoyable degree of se-

renity, then I have to pray, meditate and do some 

spiritual reading --in other words, lead a spiritual life. 

I've never been able to find another way that works. 

How about you?  

Anonymous, Maryland  

Lightning Strikes Twice  

Step Two helps an alcoholic get past his denial 

and see how alcohol was affecting his life  

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. February, 2010 Reprinted with permission.  
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Announcements and Events  

 50 years  
of  Miracles 

And we are planning a Party! 
 

In March, of 2013, Intergroup Association will be 

50 years old in Houston.  While we can trace our an-

cestry back to some early Central Office activity, it 

was in March of 1963 that the By -laws of Intergroup 

Association were adopted, and the first Board of Trus-

tees voted into office . 

 

We think that a Birthday Party is in order and a sig-

nificant one at that.  Plans are now in the works for a 

Weekend Convention  complete with speakers, work-

shops, and related activities for the AA community:  

 

 Date:   March 9 -11, 2013  

 Place: Westin Houston Memorial City  

  945 Gessner, Houston, TX  

 

This is a brand new hotel  with great facilities, eager 

to work with us.  

 

Peter C. is heading up the planning committee, which 

is already meeting regularly and inviting interested 

AAõers to be a part of the excitement of making this a 

truly memorable event.   

 

Stop by Intergroup or call us with your ideas, inter-

ests and willingness to help!  

Annual District 90 Convention, Beaumont TX.  

òThere is a Solutionó 

August 19 -21, 2011  

MCM Elegante Hotel & Conference Center  

Bay Area Club presents:  She ROCKS  

Celebrate Women in AA Recovery (Women Only Event)  

September 10, 2011  1 -4PM 

Bay Area Club, 2111 Webster St., League City, TX.  

Brief History, Ask -it Panel, Discussion, Past Pioneers  

For more info:   www.aa -bac.org  

 
August 6, 11am -3pm, 2011  

The Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse  

303 Jackson Hill  

 

TDC Speakers  Barbeque  Raffle  Auction  Fun  

Fellowship  
 

This is an annual fund -raising event to enable  the Inter-

group CFC Committee to carry the AA message through 

literature, meetings and correspondence to the still -

suffering alcoholic in the Texas Prisons.  Come join the 

fun and bring  lots of $$$, because that rascal, Dick P., 

will surely be there trying to out bid you on all the best 

stuff!  

Tickets   $5          Available at Intergroup  

 aahouston.org  

Your online resource!  

 

AAggieland Convention  

August 5 -7, 2011  

Best Western Atrea in Old Town Center, Bryan, TX.  

For more info:       www.aaggieland.com  

Spirit of Houston Conference  

September 2 -4, 2011  

Sheraton Brookhollow Hotel, 3000 North 

Loop West Freeway  

For more info:  www.spiritofhouston.org         

Grand Re -Opening!  
(Weõve been busy) 

 

The Intergroup Bookstore and offices 

have been freshened up!  Stop by to see 

our new paint, decorating, and updated 

furniture in August.  

Straight from the Heart Woman to Woman  

September 2 -4, 2011  

Summers Mill Retreat & Conference Center, Belton, TX.  

Fellowship in the Pines, Smithville, TX.  

Sept. 30 -Oct.2, 2011  

For more info:         www.fellowshipinthepines.org  
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By Dick S., Houston, TX  

(Part 1 of a 3 part series)  
 

AA arrived in Houston through the work of Larry J.  

Larry, a formerly successful Cleveland newspaper man, 

suffered from both alcoholism and pulmonary 

problems and could no longer keep a job.  A former 

newspaper colleague of Larry had read the early 

articles about alcoholism in the Cleveland Plain Dealer  

and thought that AA might help Larry.  He sought out 

Clarence S. of Cleveland AA fame for help and offered 

to pay for Larryõs hospitalization. 

 

The small group of Cleveland AAõers finally found 

Larry on skid row more dead than alive.  He had no 

coat in the midst of a bitterly cold winter.  He hadnõt 

bathed in months, had one collapsed lung and a 

drainage tube sticking out of the other. Larry was 

suffering from malnutrition, the DTõs, and exhaustion. 

The hospital first refused to admit him, thinking he 

was too far gone, until the AAõers prevailed.  During 

his physical rehabilitation, AAõers visited Larry and told 

him about their new -found freedom from alcohol.  

 

After about three weeks of medical attention,  the 

doctors felt that Larry could not survive more of the 

Cleveland winter and suggested he move to a milder 

climate.   His newspaper friend and some people from 

the Chamber of Commerce took up a collection, using 

the òpot of moneyó to reequip him and provide train 

fare to Houston, since Larry had heard that it was 

booming. So, loaded down with a new copy of the Big 

Book, Larry J. boarded a train and made the journey to 

Houston, TX in January of 1940.  

 

During the multi -day train ride, through the reading of 

the Big Book, Larry J. had a spiritual experience.  Upon 

arrival, following suggestions in the Big Book, he set 

out to find other alcoholics with whom to share the 

message of Alcoholics Anonymous even before he 

started looking for a job.  Up until that point, Larry J. 

had never been in an AA meeting in his life.  But he 

KNEW he needed to carry the message.   

 

Relying on his background as a newspaper man, Larry 

J. approached the Houston Press (no relationship to 

todayõs Houston Press ), with an offer to provide some  

articles about AA for free.  The Press, a Scripps 

Howard newspaper, was a  colorful daily paper that 

specialized in exposing the seamier side of life in 

Houston and for keeping Houston politicians on their 

toes.  The paper published his writings in a series of 

six articles beginning in January of 1940. (see below)  

 

The first Houston AA group  

The Houston AA group started in March, 1940, and 

became the first AA group west of the Mississippi.                                                                                   

          Continued  on next page...  

How an Idea Originated by Ex -Drunks Is Rescuing Tortured Victims From Grief, Tragedy  

        This is a series of six articles about a group of ex -drunks who have succeeded in a new 

method of going on the wagon and staying there.  One of their first principles is to pass their 

experience along, to help others similarly afflicted.  The Press will be glad to receive comment.  

For further information, address òMr. Anonymous, Box 2771, Houston.ó           -- The Editor  
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Continued from previous page...  

 

AAõs first pamphlets 

Larry J. received no pay for his articles.  

However, by the time heõd finished 

them, the editor realized that he was a 

brilliant writer and put him on the pay-

roll as an editorial writer.  In the first 

article, it was mentioned that by Janu-

ary of 1940 the Fellowship now in-

cluded 500 men and women.  Larry per-

sonally responded to each and every 

inquiry that came in as a result of his 

efforts.   

 

These articles eventually came to the 

attention of Bill W. through correspon-

dence with New York.   Bill was so im-

pressed that he wrote to Larry J. and 

asked in a February 23, 1940 letter, if 

The Alcoholic Foundation could also 

publish them in booklet form.  These 

articles became the first items pub-

lished by Alcoholics Anonymous follow-

ing the Big Book.  

 

Larry J. and the program  

Larry J. continued a lengthy correspon-

dence with Bill W. and Ruth H. over the 

years.  In one 1940 letter that remains 

in the AA archives, he discussed the 

Houston response to those around the 

AA program who wished to water down 

the spiritual aspects.  Larry wrote, òI 

stuck to the principle that this is strictly 

a spiritual business, and did so even 

against great odds.  Even to the extent 

of telling those who were  inclined to 

diminish the importance of that princi-

ple that our group was not for them.  

Though they were welcome as friends, 

we mean business.  We arenõt in this 

thing for fun.ó   

 

 Wow!  Larry certainly allowed no slack-

ness on spiritual matters as described 

in the Big Book.  We can see that the 

program in its early days was already 

facing issues with people who wanted 

to modify the AA program as we know 

it.  Perhaps Larry J. could also be called 

Houstonõs first òBig Book Thumperó!   

 

TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE... 

From the history of Larry J. as related by Clarence S. 

of Cleveland, Ohio ., (recounted in The Silent Ros-

trum,   July, 1979, Houston, TX),  Grapevine Archives, 

and   unpublished manuscript of AA History, 1985.  

Speaking of the 4th Tradition...  

Excerpted from The April, 1992 Grapevine article, òA Quiet Invitationó: 

We all have the same disease; and so the principles that guide our 

recovery are the same. Whatever the meeting or group might be, we 

share the same Steps, the same Traditions. We find common guid-

ance from the Big Book, from the "Twelve and Twelve," from As Bill 

Sees It. Our groups are united in their commitment to be a healing 

presence for those who still suffer, and to help members grow in 

their recovery.  

But we are all different from one another in our life histories, our 

backgrounds, our needs, and the Fourth Tradition helps protect 

each of us in our right to be different.  

The meeting that keeps me well may not work for you, and yours 

may not work for me. The way one group expresses the message of 

recovery may inspire me, but may not inspire the person sitting next 

to me. In the first months of recovery, I needed meetings that em-

phasized the basic tools of the program and showed me how to ap-

ply them to my life. Other meetings, which went beyond these ba-

sics, meant nothing to me. But as I grew in my sobriety, I needed 

different meetings, ones more geared to helping me become emo-

tionally and spiritually healthy. I expect that, as the years go by, I 

will need still other kinds of meetings. . .  

The Fourth Tradition has made it possible for all kinds of meetings, 

expressing different perspectives on recovery, to exist within our 

vast AA Fellowship. Building on the principle of tolerance which 

"Live and Let Live" expresses, it makes it possible for each of us to 

find the specific healing we need within the Fellowship. The pro-

gram will always meet you at the level of your needs. Because of the 

Fourth Tradition, AA makes and keeps that promise to all of us.  

Jamie C. 

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc., April, 1992. Reprinted with permission.  

òAlcohol wonõt solve your problems, but it will give you some interesting new ones.ó 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Heard at a meeting 
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Who Wants Folks With 

Dusty Eyeballs?  
 

Traveling òduoó from Houston celebrate 

Foundersõ Day in Akron, Ohio. 

 

My friend Ann C. likes to quote 

Clancy:  òWho wants folks with dusty 

eyeballs?ó  When someone says letõs 

go to Beaumont, I want to be around 

those who reply, òHell yes, letõs go to 

Beaumont!ó  So when I said, òLetõs go 

to Foundersõ Day,ó she aptly 

responded, òYes!ó 

 

We arrived in Akron, Ohio June 10, 

2011, AAõs 76
th

 anniversary.  The 

annual celebration was packed with 

step meetings, speaker meetings, and a special 

highlight, a History of Our Big Book.  This exciting 

story of our text included photos of significant people 

and places, a film clip of Bill W. and Dr. Bob, and audio 

reminiscences by Bill himself.  

 

Another highlight was the opportunity to tour 

landmarks such as the hotel lobby where Bill made his 

historic phone call, the gatehouse where Bill and Bob 

first met, and Dr. Bob and Annõs home where many a 

member of the first one hundred took the third step.  

These and other Akron sites welcome visitors year 

round, but observing the birth of AA where it actually 

took place with 10,000 fellow enthusiasts is òan 

experience not to be missed!ó 

 

We enjoyed meeting AAõs from all over 

ðCalifornia, Scotland, Florida, England, 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, New Mexico, 

Alaska, and Oregon to name a few.  

Alas, we only spotted one other Texan, 

a man from Clute, plus one Houston 

friend, Terry, who moved to Hot 

Springs a couple of years ago.  

 

I cherish this experience, and my love 

of our program continues to grow.  Thanks to all the 

fine AAõs who put together this yearõs event in Akron.  

Next spring, if someone says, òLetõs go to Foundersõ 

Day,ó I hope many will reply, òYes!ó 

 

Leah H., Houston, TX  

No òdusty eyeballsó here! 

Note: Foundersõ Day information can be accessed at www.akronaa.org . 

 Service, Just for Today 
  

Just for today, I will choose wisely what I serve:  I 
will remember that what holds my attention is 
what I serve.   
 
Just for today,  I will  try to serve with an attitude 
of  compassion, gentleness and gratitude. 
 
Just for today, I will remember that whatever I 
serve is strengthened, and that the attitude with 
which I serve will likewise be strengthened. 
 
Just for today, I will commit one random act of 
kindness in service of a kinder world.  I will smile 
at someone for no apparent reason in service of a 
friendlier world.  I will pause once, to breathe 
deeper and slower, in service of serenity.  What 
the heck, I will allow one car to pull out in front 
of me in service of courtesy.   
 
And at the end of this day, I will thank God  for 
such a beautiful world. 
 

J.L., Houston, TX. 

www.CartoonStock.com  

Reprinted from As Bill Sees It, p.  10, with permission of A.A.W.S.,. Inc. 

 
òBut first of all we shall want sunlight;   

nothing can grow in the dark.   
Meditation is our step out into the sun.ó       
Bill W.    

http://www.akronaa.org
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Intergroup Association, Inc.,   4140 Directors Row, Suite D.  

 

Upcoming Delegates Meetings: 

August 18th, 8PM  

October 20, 8PM     

Each group may send 2 delegates, 

each having 1 vote.   

All are welcome.  

Board Members in attendance:  Andy D ð Chair, Joe M, Peter 

C, Katie G, Dennis G, Dick P, Dick S, Lee G, Sally G, Bill S, Jim 

K. Absent Trustees:  With apologies: Chuck M, Jerry F, Miguel 

R.  Andy called the meeting to order at 8.05pm with a mo-

ment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Andy thanked 

the Tomball Acceptance Group for bringing refreshments.  

 

Minutes:  Minutes of the April 17
th

, 2011 delegates meeting 

were read. A motion to approve the minutes as read was 

made, seconded and unanimously approved. Joe K of Tradi-

tions V Group suggested that the minutes: 1) include a list of 

Board members present at the meeting, 2) Recognize new 

delegates with both name and  Group and, 3) when a Group 

history is presented include a summary. These suggestions 

will be incorporated in future minutes.  

 

Treasurerõs Report: Peter reported that gross revenue YTD 

April, was $17,000 above budget. Total expenses were 

$5,000 below and net income was $13,200 above budget. Joe 

K of the Traditions V Group asked why òCommittee Expensesó 

were $4700 below budget; Peter responded that it was largely 

due to reduced expenses for signers for deaf meetings and 

events.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the 

treasurerõs report as presented - unanimously approved.  

 

Executive Secretary Report: Dick noted that the delegates 

package includes a summary list of Group contributions ð 

from an approximate known total of 550 AA meeting groups, 

only 172 have made contributions to support Intergroup. 

Dick distributed a list of òWhat Intergroup Doesó to the dele-

gates. The Link is now available on the website for viewing 

and download. Articles and information for inclusion in the 

Link can also be submitted through the website.   

 

50 Years of Miracles:  Peter C reported that the next commit-

tee meeting will be held on Tues June 21, 6.30pm at Spring 

Brach Memorial Group. Lots of volunteers are still needed, 

specifically, an event Treasurer, with knowledge of Quick-

books, and a secretary. A sign -up sheet was passed around 

the delegates for those interested in volunteering to help with 

the event.  

 

New Delegates: The following delegates were recognized and 

welcomed as first time attendees: Peg & Scott ð Katy 12 & 12; 

CB ð Little Table Group; Sabrina & Jack ð Hope Group, Pasa-

dena; Roy, Duncan Road; Gino, 4
th

 Dimension Group; Joe, 

Kingwood Group, and Corina, Post Oak.    

 

The Link:  In Janõs absence, Andy requested that Groups con-

tinue to submit articles for inclusion in The Link.  

 

Correctional Facilities Committee: Jim K stated the Commit-

teeõs mission - to carry the message into Texas prisons. The 

White Can program is used to buy AA approved literature for 

prison inmates ð cans are available at Intergroup which also 

has flyers on CFC work and applications to become volun-

teers to visit inmates. The annual Roundup event is scheduled 

for Aug 6
th

 ð fliers and $5 tickets are now available. Donations 

for the auction are needed. Joe K ð Traditions V ð asked if 

there were plans to update CFC information on the website ð 

Jim advised that it was in process. Peg ð Katy 12 & 12 ð asked 

about the approval process to be a prison volunteer ð Jim ad-

vised that the form can be found on the Intergroup web site. 

Approved volunteers have to take an orientation class. Jim 

explained that White Cans support the Texas Department of 

Criminal Justice ð mainly prisons, while the Blue Cans support 

jails and County Treatment Facilities. Copies of Grapevine are 

permitted in jails ð donations of old copies would be greatly 

appreciated..  

 

Website:  Dick S reported that web site committee work con-

tinues and they are getting ready to revise the site structure 

to improve navigation and incorporate more information. The 

Intergroup offices now receive about 5,000 phone calls per 

year, down from 7,000 -8,000 a few years ago ð this is a direct 

reflection on the numbers of people using the web site as an 

information source. The next committee meeting will be 

Thursday, June 23
rd

 at Intergoupõs offices. 

 

Finance Committee:  Katie reported that work continues with 

the Web site committee to enable credit card donations.  

 

Human Resources:  Joe reported that Dennis G has volun-

teered to be part of the HR Committee.  

 

SETA: Lee advised that work is still ongoing to add missing 

maps, and other information, for a number of Groups, to the 

Intergroup website. At the last assembly, motions approved 

included a requirement for a 30 day written notice of mo-

tions, and a Spanish District became so large that it has been 

split ð the Spanish groups are now 62,63,64,65,& 66. A sec-

ond bulk mail permit was approved.  

 

New Business  

Refreshments: CB of the Little Table volunteered to provide 

refreshments at the next meeting.   

 

Group History: RuthAnn of  The Woodlands Heights Group 

presented the Groupõs history. Started by Kirsten B and Leah 

H in 1995, its first meeting was held at St. Markõs Methodist 

Church. In its early days the Group had closed meeting only, 

but open birthday night meetings began to be held in 2002. 

RuthAnn advised that the strength of the group has always 

been the warm fellowship that has developed amongst its 

members despite their diversity of sobriety.   

 

The Katy 12 & 12 Group will provide its history at the August 

delegates meeting.  With no further business the meeting was 

adjourned with Lordõs Prayer at 9:05pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Bill S., Secretary  
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Ernest Kurtz, (1992) The Spirituality of Perfection, p.5, Bantam Books, N.Y., N.Y. 

   òAlcoholics Anonymous makes no claim to be ôrightõ.  It is a spirituality more interested in 
questions than answers, more a journey toward humility than a struggle for perfection.ó 

 

Big Book Awakening  

By Dan Sherman  

An excellent guide, similar 

to the Dallas Primary Pur-

pose Groupõs guide.  $12  

Big Book Study Guide  

By Joe McQ. 

Great companion to the 

ò:Joe and Charlieó CDõs   $15  

The Book That Started It All   

The original working manuscript of  

Alcoholics Anonymous.  See all the 

changes made to the original document 

prior to publication in this extraordinary 

reproduction.  A MUST for any serious 

student of the Big Book!           $57.75  

�1�R�Z���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�������7�Z�R���%�L�J���%�R�R�N���6�W�X�G�\���*�X�L�G�H�V���	���W�K�H���´�%�L�J���5�(�'���%�R�R�N�µ 

Note:   The Bookstore is updating the financial files for all Groups.  If your group hasnõt 

purchased in a while, you will be asked to fill out a new application before being able to 

charge purchases once again.   

The Golden Books  

By òFr.  John Doeó  

Series of 14 titles, including 

òResentmentsó, Sponsorshipó, 

and òLivingó, by the first sober 

priest in AA.  Formerly $3.95.  

While supply lasts:       $2.50  

Closeout! 

The Spirituality of Imperfection  

By Ernest Kurtz and Katherine Ketcham  

These two authors offer a rare understanding 

of the spiritual principles imbedded in AAõs 12 

steps. Part I of the book deals primarily with 

wisdom stories from various spiritual traditions 

including ancient Greek, Hebrew, Christian and 

Buddhist traditions.  Parts II and III are devoted 

to the spiritual discoveries and practical appli-

cations of AA. Its hard to read this book and 

not come away with a greater appreciation of 

our program!                                   $18.90  


